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The images above show me and the students from my Early Childhood 

Education Internship (3rd grade class) celebrating Halloween 
during their annual Halloween party. As you can see in the 

background (if you look close enough) the parent volunteers are 
also in the classroom, helping with snacks, games, etc. This is a 

perfect visual example of how family members/ caregivers can be a 
part of their children’s “school-life” and help support them on the 

education and school aspect of things.  
 
Family/Caregivers 
 
My Definition: ​Family/caregivers, in regards to family engagement, 
most nearly means the act of either a child’s family member or 
caregiver providing them with their physical and emotional needs. 
 
Examples of diverse family structures include… 

● Single parent homes 
● Blended families 
● Families with adopted children 
● Families with disabled children  
● Families with disabled parents 

 
Why it is important to ​honor​ diverse family structures: ​I believe that 
it is very important to honor diverse family structures because a lot 
of diverse families are often faced with many different obstacles such 



as financial issues, child care issues, etc. and are still expected to 
provide just as any other family would. Also, I believe ( in general) 
that it is very important to celebrate each other's differences because 
our differences are what make us who we are. For example imagine a 
class with no diversity whatsoever - everyone is the exact same 
physically and mentally. Now, compare that with a class that is very 
diverse - everyone is both mentally and physically different. Diversity 
is so significant not only in the classroom but also our world in 
general.  
 
 
 
My family 

Growing up I have always had, and still have, a lot of support 
from my family. My parents have never hesitated to email my teachers 
when brought with concerns of anything going on in school. For 
example, when I was younger and needed some extra help with math my 
parents immediately began looking for notable math tutors in 
central Ohio for me to work with. And that is how they found ​Math 
Plus Academy​. After being tutored at ​Math Plus Academy ​ for about 2-3 
years I am great at math and honestly love it. plus,  I work there now 
and get to help others with their math.  Another example is when I was 
preparing for the ACT last year and parents made sure to  put me in 
multiple ACT tutor sessions for me to have the best chances of scoring 
well on the ACT. 
 
Interactions with families/caregivers: 
Although I personally have not had any experience with other 
families and caregivers, I was able to get some insight from my mentor 
that, as a school, when dealing with families or caregivers in need of 
support and help the school provides them with money for food and 
christmas presents every year through ​Welcome WareHouse.  
 
Advantages & Importance of Effective Engagement: 
Effective engagement in a child’s life/school education will… 

● Cause them to perform well in their academics 
● Give them motivation to work harder and harder 
● Keep them focused on what is important 
● Instill good values in their approach on school 



 
How does Family involvement help in learner development? ​ “When 
parents are engaged in their children’s school lives, students have 
the home support and knowledge they need to not only finish their 
assignments, but also develop a lifelong love of learning” (​How 
Parent Involvement Leads to Student Success, Waterford.org​). 
 

Reflection 
 

Overall, I believe that family engagement plays a very 
significant role in a child’s life as it relates to children and their 
performance in the classroom setting. Through observations made 
during my Early Childhood Internship and my general experience, I 
believe that with the right amount of support from family members or 
caregivers, every child can have a fair opportunity to thrive and be 
successful. 

 
 

“Real Ways” Schools Engages with family 
members  

Example of Family/caregivers can be involved in a child's education: 
● Work with child on homework &/or projects 
● Help child study for tests &/or quizzes 
● Invest in providing child with a tutor for whatever subject the 

child may be struggling either 
● Keep in contact/updated with child’s teacher  

 
 

 
Communication App 



ClassTagg App ​: ​With the ​ClassTag App, ​Teachers are able to 
communicate to their student’s parents either directly or in a huge 
group message, simply and easily. 
 
Email 
Below is another example of how schools, such as Emerald Campus (Off 
campus for Scioto, Coffman, and Jerome students), use communication 
sources, like email, to keep students and parents  updated on what is 
going on. 
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